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with by Dr. Hunter McGuire ; and Diseases of the Rectum
and Anus are contributed by Drs. T. G. Morton and H. M.
Wetherill; whilst Intestinal Worms are succinctly described
by Dr. J. Leidy. Space will not permit us to analyse
these writings; but we must mention that the sec-

tions devoted to diseases of the liver are wholly appor-
tioned to Dr. Roberts Bartholow. Under the head of
Functional Disorders the subjects of biliousness, lithaemia,
hepatic glycosuria, and jaundice are described; and then
follow in turn the various structural diseases. In the
article upon Sclerosis of the Liver (the term is rightly pre-
ferred to the more commonly accepted " cirrhosis ") there is
less attention given to the subject of hypertrophic or

biliary cirrhosis than it demands. Indeed, the section

upon pathological anatomy is too condensed, seeing how
much of late years has been done upon the subject.
Dr. Lewis Starr writes upon Diseases of the Pancreas-
a subject which is still amongst those about which we
have very much to learn. Dr. Alonso Clark contributes
the article upon Peritonitis; and the subject of Diseases
of the Abdominal Glands, which closes the volume, is dealt
with by Dr. S. C. Busey.
Each of the two volumes, especially the second, is pro-

vided with a most copious index, and the work altogether pro-
mises to be one which will add much to the medical litera-
ture of the present century, and reflect great credit upon
the scholarship and practical acumen of its authors.

New Inventions.
THE STAR MICROSCOPE.

MESSRS. R. and J. BscE of Cornhill have lately intro-
duced a new microscope, which combines the qualities of
cheapness and efficiency in a remarkable degree. The base
is of iron, and of a pattern which secures a maximum of
stability at a very small cost. The rest of the stand is of

brass, machine-made and nickel-plated, so as to resist the
corrosive action of the atmosphere. The object glasses are
affixed by the universal screw, so that the owner of the stand
may be free to use any objectives he may require. There is,
in addition, an iris diaphragm, a piece of apparatus which all
workers with the microscope will appreciate. The fine

adjustment is on a principle which
has not commonly been used in this
country, and which combines great
delicacy of movement with sim-

plicity and economy. The lenses of
those instruments we have seen ap-
pear to be first rate, and the name
which this firm enjoys is a guarantee
for a uniformity of good quality. The
cheapest form with two objectives
(1 in. and &frac14; in.) can be obtained for
&pound;3 3s.; while a superior instrument
with a 21 in. and 1/6 in, objective, with

,. s a rack and pinion, coarse adjustment,

and two eye-pieces, sufficient for theneeds of all ordinary students, can be
- , - 

obtained for &pound;5 5s. Messrs. Beck

appear to have satisfactorily demonstrated that they can
compete successfully with those foreign manufacturers who
hitherto have enjoyed almost a monopoly in the supply
of microscopes for medical students, and we confidently
expect that the " Star" will become a popular instru-
ment with medical students in this country. The
above woodcut will give an idea of the appearance and
character of this new student’s microscope.

PATENT CORK CLOTH.

AMONG the objects of interest at the Inventions Exhibition
is a patent cork cloth, or floating fabric, invented by Mr.
Jackson, the head of the outfitting department of the Army
and Navy Stores. It is made of materials used in the manu-
facture of cloth or silk, but the warp consists of cords of
cork. These are obtained by a very ingenious process. The

cork, after being thoroughly cleaned and subjected ta
hydraulic pressure, is cut by machinery into very thin slices,
not thicker than a sheet of paper. A number of these are
cemented together by very thin sheets of indiarubber..
When a sufficient thickness is thus obtained, the fabric
is cut into strings. In this manner the holes which
exist in cork are got rid of, and a string of moderate

toughness is obtained; of course it may be made of any
length. In some of the fabrics a thread is laid alongside
of the cork when it is being woven to strengthen it,
but in the thicker materials this is not found necessary.
The cloth is very buoyant in water and is said to have
sufficient flotation power to keep a person dressed in a coat
or other garment made of it above the water in case of
accidental immersion. On Saturday last an exhibition of its
qualities took place between Westminster and Lambeth-
bridges. Half a dozen persons clothed in different garments
of this material jumped into the water from a boat and,
immersed up to the neck, appeared to float without any
exertion on their part. This afforded practical evidence
of its value in the form of pea-jackets, cloaks, and other
outer articles of clothing. It has been proposed to use some
of the lighter materials to make ladies’ bathing dresses. The-
cork cloth is said to be perfectly waterproof, and would
therefore be found valuable for box-coats, driving-aprons,
&c., and would be useful in all cases in which a waterproof &pound;

covering is necessary. ____

A NEW TRUSS.

WE have received a new form of truss, manufactured by
Messrs. Hodges and Co., of 18, James-street, Oxford-street.
The pad, which is made of soft vulcanised rubber, forms a
case the shape of which may be varied. It is essentially a
hollow shell, from the centre of the concave side of which
projects a stem, also of vulcanised rubber, the whole being
made in one piece and perforated for ventilation. The

convex side is covered with wash-leather and the pad gives.
an elastic pressure, possessing very great advantages, its
flexibility and absence of smell enabling it to be worn with
great comfort. An American regulator hip-joint is used,.
separating the spring of the truss into two parts, and the
degree of pressure employed can be increased or diminished
by regulating a screw with which it is furnished. The truss
is light, though strong, and the pad, which can be fixed to
any truss, possesses such advantages that it will probably
come into general use. It is comfortable, adapts itself readily
to the movements of the body, and is very effective.

VOLUNTEER MEDICAL STAFF CORPS.&mdash;At a meeting,
suggested by the Secretary of State for War, which was
recently held at Woolwich, it was unanimously resolved that
an executive committee should be appointed to raise a Volun-
teer Medical Staff Corps of 100 men for the West Kent dis-
trict. It was decided to ask the commandants and surgeons
of the various Volunteer regiments in West Kent to join the
committee, with the addition of the principal resident
gentry.
DEATH OF MR. E. CANTON, F.R.C.S.&mdash;On Saturday

last Dr. Danford Thomas held an inquiry respecting the death
of Mr. Edwin Canton, whose body was found on Hampstead
Heath on the previous night. A tumbler and a phial, which
contained a small quantity of prussic acid, were discovered
by the side of the deceased, leading to the surmise that he
had died by his own hand.


